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News and Views from Mr. Schmit 

Greetings, 
 
Simply put, I love this school. The students, the faculty and staff, and the families and community that 
rallies to constantly support everything we are doing here. I’m lucky to witness everything come together 
as I do one of my favorite parts of this principal gig; walk through classroom observations. So I take time, 
when I can, to share with all of you the beautiful learning process that takes place so we can together have 
an appreciation for all the time and energy that our teachers expend to make the learning process 
happen.  
 
Although it was a shortened week our classrooms were buzzing with quality instruction and learning. I had 
the opportunity to observe our 6th graders learning the Socratic method, workshop style, being able to 
engage with a topic for debate and discussion. It was fantastic to see them deliberating, looking each other 
in the eye, and agreeing or disagreeing with a classmate but using facts from the document to support 
their claims. Then I popped in on our first graders who were learning how to interject emotion into what 
they are reading, which definitely helps with understanding and comprehension. I was also observing the 
writing process of our second grade classrooms as they produced written reports from researching 
animals. Next, I sat in while our Kindergarteners poured through a math lesson, applying the instruction 
from the teacher with math manipulatives on their tables to working through the guided practice on 
worksheets. Additionally and most importantly, our 6th graders worked with our 2nd graders on developing 
their Lenten sacrifices, unifying the two grades in their spiritual Lenten journey as they all work to grow 
closer to Jesus. Needless to say it was a productively busy week. 
 
Final Friday of February Rundown: 

 Lenten Almsgiving: We have added to our Lenten almsgiving initiatives. We traditionally donate 
food items to the Knights of Columbus 40 Cans for Lent and also raise money through our March jean 
days to donate to Catholic Charities. This year I have also agreed to help two different Capstone 
Projects for Seniors from Powers Catholic High School who are also SJS alumni (2020). I will always 
have a soft spot for our Covid Shortened 2020 graduating class. More information about the 4 
initiatives can be found on page 4.  
 

 Emma Gordley’s Capstone Explanation: My name is Emma Gordley. I am a St. John alum (2020) 
and I currently am a senior at Powers Catholic. For our Capstone Project I volunteered and put in a lot 
of time at Hurley Medical Center, specifically in their Elder Life program (HELP). I hope to be able to 
raise money in order to go out and buy things for the program to use with the patients such as 
blankets, books, coloring utensils, the list goes on. If you would be so kind and help my cause 
and help Hurley out that would be so fantastic! I am taking donations until March 5. The Hurley 
HELP program and I are forever grateful for any donations! 

 

 Charlie, Christian, Damion, and Owen’s Capstone Explanation: Your donation is helping support the 
Food Bank of Eastern Michigan and fulfill senior requirements of graduation at Powers Catholic High 
School from St. John alumni (2020) Charlie Baur, Owen Brennan, Christian Dedivanaj, and Damion 
Ketchmark. The Food Bank of Eastern Michigan serves as a network of 700 hunger relief partners 
through 22 counties in Michigan. The Food Bank of Eastern Michigan distributed over 30 million 
pounds of food in 2022. Every year generous support and donations like yours from the community 
allow the Food Bank to grow and respond to the increasing need for accessible food in many areas. 
The best donation would be canned food so that it can be easily donated to the Food Bank of 
Eastern Michigan. We will be collecting cans for our project until March 5. Any support is  
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appreciated and we thank you for your donation.  
 

 The Amazing Shake Competition: The Amazing Shake for all SJS middle school students is 
rescheduled for Friday, May 10, 2024. We are looking forward to helping our students understand what 
this competition entails so all are better prepared. This competition will impart upon our students the 
necessary skills of making a memorable impression on people through a firm handshake, eye contact 
and verbal and nonverbal communication.  

 

 The Fry: Our Knights of Columbus are once again serving fish dinners during the Fridays of Lent 
over in the Activity Center. Dinner will be served from 4-7.  

 

 Early Childhood Information Night: The St. John Early Childhood Information Night is Thursday, 
February 29 from 5pm-6pm. Our preschool and kindergarten staff will be here to present our programs, 
answer parent questions, and lead future preschool and kindergarten students in activities. Here is the 
link to the registration form:  https://forms.gle/Nkugit23jmMuoaZQ6  

 

 No School: No school on Wednesday, March 6 due to staff professional development day.  
 

 Upper Playground After School: Our Jets Club uses the playground after school. The Jets Club is 
our school’s childcare, officially licensed by the State of Michigan. Per licensing regulations, if Jets Club 
is on the playground, only students who are officially enrolled in the childcare program can be there 
under the watch of our Jets Club Supervisors, Ms. Patty and Ms. Kelsi (Unfortunately we learned this 
the hard way when our Licensing consultant observed non-Jets Club kids mixed in with our Jets Club 
kids). However, with the weather becoming nicer we know that parents want to let their children play for 
a bit after school. I will accommodate this by setting an open playground time until 4PM on days of 
school to give our families time to enjoy before Jets Club goes outside.  

 
 
As we continue through the Holy Season of Lent while going through our daily routines, it’s important that 
we remember the words from Romans 8 that will be read during the second reading at Mass this weekend; 
“Brothers and Sisters: If God is for us, who can be against us?” Why ever concern ourselves with worrying 
about anything or what anyone thinks? As those words sink in, also take a moment to ponder the opening 
words of the great Herb Brooks “Miracle on Ice” speech; “Great moments are born from great opportunity.” 
Let’s approach this day, the day after, and the day after that with the hope and promise that we have God, 
and with his strength, we are given daily opportunities for greatness. Let’s continue moving forward with a 
collective enthusiasm unknown to mankind, one forged with the bonds of unity and love.  
 
Have a blessed weekend.  
 
God bless, 
Andrew Schmit 
Principal 

 

https://forms.gle/Nkugit23jmMuoaZQ6?fbclid=IwAR3QjpgTmKMIUCY7xYhYmRtfQp2ZJWWf_yBAMCLiDHVzh6o22cpDPFhqRLw


 

  FEBRUARY 
Fri 23 GCCS Night at Powers Basketball  

Mon 26 Texas Roadhouse Fundraiser 

Thurs 29 Early Childhood Info Night 5 PM 

  MARCH 
Fri 1 March is Reading Month begins 

Sun 3 Happy Birthday Ms. Adams! 

Wed 6 No School-Teacher PD 

Thurs 7 Happy Birthday Mrs. Boyle! 

Fri 8 Stations of the Cross for Famliies-5:30 PM 

Sat 9 Happy Birthday Mrs. Cislo! 

Sun 10 Happy Birthday Mrs. Anderson! 

Fri 15 Stations of the Cross-2 PM 

Thurs 21 Confirmation Mass-6:30 PM 

Fri 22 Half-Day-Spring Break Begins at                    

11:30  Dismissal  

Dates to Remember 

2024-2025 Tuition Assistance 

Deadline March 1st 

The window to apply for tuition assistance for the 2024-

2025 school year is now open.  Applications are due by 

March 1, 2024 if you would like to be considered for 

grants from the Diocese of Lansing. Both the St. John 

Scholarship Fund and the Diocese of Lansing 

Scholarship Program are need-based assistance 

programs.  Need is determined by an independent, third 

party service, FACTS Management, which makes its 

assessment based on income and tax information.  The 

application is only available online and requires a 

$35 application fee.  Families applying only need to fill 

out one application for consideration for both St. John 

and Diocese of Lansing assistance.  You do not need to 

fill out an application for each child.  You must fill out 

this application to be considered for any form of 

tuition assistance from the St. John School 

Scholarship Fund or from the Diocese of Lansing 

Scholarship Program.  

For more information about the available DOL grants 

from the 2024-2025, please visit this link.  

Snack line will not be available on Fridays during 

Lent.  We will move ice cream sales to Thursdays 

during this time. 

2024-2025 School Calendar 

We are working on finalizing the calendar for next year.  

We hope to have it completed in the next couple of weeks.  

In the meantime, we are able to share the following dates: 

First day of school (K-8): Monday, August 19 

First day for preschool:    Wednesday, August 21 

Christmas Break:    December 23-January 3, 

    Classes resume January 6 

Spring Break:   March 31-April 4 

    Classes resume April 7 

 

Additionally, for a variety of reasons, our Annual Dennis 

Uniform Sale will take place earlier this year.  Please save 

the date for Tuesday, June 18th for our on campus 

uniform sale.  Over the last few years, many Michigan 

schools have transitioned to starting prior to Labor Day.  

Our sale had still remained in mid to late July.  This change 

will help ensure more timely delivery prior to the first week 

of school and avoid the 4th of July holiday.  Please mark 

your calendars.     

March Jeans Days 

During the month of March, students may pay $1 for the privilege 

of wearing jeans on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays.  All 

proceeds from this collection will go towards a schoolwide Lenten 

service project.  Jeans must be free of rips and tears.  Dennis 

Uniform shirts are still required.  Students do not need to pay 

on Fridays which are already regular Spiritwear days.  Students 

may pay $1 daily or pay for all days in advance ($9).  Students 

must be in full St. John Uniform on Wednesdays for Mass.  

The following days are considered Jeans Days: 

March 4, 5, 7 

March 11. 12. 14 

March 18, 19, 21 

March is Reading Month 

information will be sent out 

soon.  Stay tuned for 

details!  

https://dolcatholicschools.org/affording-catholic-education


 



 

MEN OF ALL AGES - THAT MAN IS YOU 
 

Saturday Mornings, 6:00 am - 7:30 am. We have 
breakfast, watch a short video, discuss the topic in small 
groups, and depart by 7:30 am to spend the rest of the day 
with our families. Our 13-week semester includes talks by 
notable Catholic speakers. Each presentation stands on its 
own and is like having a mini retreat. Join us to deepen 
your faith and strengthen your walk with Christ. Wives, 
you'll love the way this program affects your husbands for 
the better! 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS FOR FAMILIES 

The parish will be hosting Stations of the Cross for 

families on Friday, March 8th at 5:30 PM.  Children/

families who would like special parts should contact 

Mrs. Kitching at the parish office.  ALL are invited to 

this version of the Stations which was written with 

all ages in mind.  You can reach Mrs. Kitching via 

email at annie@stjohnfenton.org.  

 



 

Athletics  
 

See attached flyer regarding Middle School Bowling opportunity. 

5-8th grade Boys Basketball 

If you are interested in helping with concessions at home games, please contact Kim Rogers at 

athleticdirector@sjseducation.com.  It’s a great way to earn volunteer hours!  

 

5th/6th grade:  

Monday, February 26th vs. St. Robert    5:00 PM @ St. Robert 

Thursday, February 29th vs. St. John Vianney   5:00 PM @ St. John 

 

7th/8th grade: 

Green (SJF 1) 

Saturday, February 24th vs. St. John Vianney   12:00 PM @ Powers 

Monday, February 26th vs. St. Robert    6:00 PM @ St. Robert 

Thursday, February 29th vs. Holy Rosary   7:00 PM @ St. John 

 

 

White (SJF 2) 

Saturday, February 24th vs. Holy Family 3   11:00 AM @ Powers 

Monday, February 26th vs. Holy Family 2   7:00 PM @ St. Robert 

Thursday, February 29th vs. St. John Vianney   6:00 PM @ St. John 

 

 

New Spiritwear items 

are available.  Check 

out our Spiritwear 

website today!  

https://st-john-the-evangelist-catholic-spirit-wear.square.site/
https://st-john-the-evangelist-catholic-spirit-wear.square.site/


 

Prayers: 

 For Jason Taddei’s mom, Linda, who is recovering from surgery.  (Also wife to Mr. Steve, one of our lunchroom helpers) 

 For the St. Robert school community who is mourning the loss of teacher,  Krystal Reagan. 

 For our students who are preparing for Confirmation next month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Link to parish bulletin here.  

 ON A PERSONAL NOTE... 

https://discovermass.com/church/st-john-the-evangelist-fenton-mi/#bulletins-subscribe

