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News and Views from Mr. Schmit 

 

Happy Memorial Day Weekend! 
  
While the school year is winding down and we are trying to make plans for the conclusion of the year, graduation ceremonies, 
awards ceremonies and some of the other traditional end of the school year revelry, the GCCS principals continue to meet, 
discussing and planning what the reopening of our schools will look like for the beginning of the 2020-21 academic year. We 
have been meeting with our own building committees as well as together as principals, trying to make sense of the CDC 
recommendations for reopening, while awaiting the State of Michigan’s guidelines and recommendations. There is plenty of 
noise out there in social media land about what could happen in the fall but please know that I, along with Kasey Cronin and the 
other GCCS principals, will create a plan that will best serve our communities. If you haven’t had an opportunity, please read the 
GCCS letter that was emailed to you earlier today. Please keep the committee members and this process in your prayers! 
  
Remember that next Friday, May 29 at 3:30 PM we will honor our 8th Graders with a “honk out” to celebrate their upcoming 
graduation from St. John School! If you would like to participate, please arrive at the upper loop at 3 PM so cars can line up and 
form a tunnel for 8th Grade families to drive through at 3:30 PM. I ask that everyone practice social distancing and remain in 
your cars to celebrate our 8th Graders. We are also trying to plan the normal end of the year celebrations for our 8th Graders so 
more information will be available soon.  
  
On Friday, June 5 at 4PM, the St. John School faculty and staff will be lined up along the drive in front of the school to celebrate 
our families as we wrap up the 2020-21 school year. Please feel free to drive through the parking lot so we can honor and 
celebrate all of you! 
  
We are hosting a virtual Zoom Open House on Wednesday, May 27 at 5 PM. If you know anyone interested in our school, 
please have them email me so I can send them the Zoom information.  
  
The week of June 1 we will be collecting books and materials that went home for remote learning, along with parents picking up 
belongings that were left behind in the classrooms. We will update you with the specific day and times but more than likely we 
will follow the same process we utilized on March 17 for packet/material pick up.  
  
A huge thank you goes out to Tracy Jennings for hosting our virtual book fair. Thank you to all the St. John School families who 
purchased nearly $1,000 worth of books and materials which helped to raise just over $300 for our library.  
  
Our teachers are busy wrapping up instruction for this school year, finalizing grades, and preparing summer learning 
opportunities, while prepping for upcoming professional development. I appreciate the time and energy they continually put forth 
to help make St. John School a special place! 
  
Please keep in your prayers all those affected by the devastating flooding in the Midland area. Also, please keep praying for Fr. 
Ryan as he continues to recover. He misses all of you greatly! 
  
In this weekend’s Gospel, we hear, “The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had ordered them. 
When they saw him, they worshiped, but they doubted.” Even through it all, with everything the Apostles witnessed and 
experienced, the Apostles doubted. Mind you, this is right before Jesus’ ascension into Heaven. What speaks to me is that it is 
okay to doubt, to have questions. However, we have to be open and ready for God to use us. The Apostles had their doubts but 
were obviously willing to be used by God because only days later they were filled with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost and the Church was born! I have my doubts about our current situation. I have my questions. I’m sure you do as well. 
However, let’s be ready for God’s answer to those questions and doubts and be willing to help make disciples of all nations.  
  
Thank you and God bless, 
  
Andrew Schmit 

Our Mission:  St. John the Evangelist Catholic School is a faith-based community dedicated to teaching, learning, and living as Jesus did.   



Food Service Update 

 
If you are in a situation where you are in need of 
meals for your children, please contact the office.  
We will help you coordinate a time and place for 
food distribution.   
 

Additionally, if you have experienced a change in 

your income, you may qualify for the free and 

reduced meal program for this school year.  If your 

family qualifies, this will carry over into the 

beginning of the 2020-2021 school year.  Please 

fill out an online application at lunchapp.com.  If 

you have any questions, please contact Mrs. 

Davidson at ddavidson@stjohnfenton.com.. 

 
Crim Foundation Mindfulness Initiative 

 
The Crim Foundation Mindfulness Initiative has put 
together an array of free recourses for our community 
during this stressful time.  There are adult options, and 
they have recently added youth options, for little ones 
and teens!  Please check it out on their website:   

 
https://crim.org/mindfulness-resources/  

  

TUITION ASSISTANCE 
 
If you are facing financial hardship due to the pandemic, it is not too 
late to apply for tuition assistance from the St. John Scholarship 
Fund.  At this time, the window for Diocesan Grants has closed.   
Families interested in Tuition Assistance for the 2020-2021 school 
year should use the Facts Management Link provided below to 
apply: 
 

https://online.factsmgt.com/signin/3YS8Q 

 
Please note the following requirements: 

 You must provide your 2019 W-2 forms AND a copy of your tax 
returns from either 2019 or 2018. 

 There is a processing fee of $30.  

 This application is only available online.  There are no paper 
applications. 
  
If you have any questions, please contact the school office.  

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE 

8TH GRADE HONK OUT 
Friday, May 29th 

 
We would like to invite all St. John families to a Honk Out to 
celebrate our 8th grade graduates next Friday, May 29th. This 
will take the place of the traditional 8th Grade Clap Out.  St. 
John staff and families will create a tunnel with their cars for 
our 8th graders and their families to drive through as we cheer 
them on.  We are asking families to begin arriving at 3 PM so 
that we may line cars up and the Honk Out can begin at 3:30 
PM.  We ask that all families remain in your cars and maintain 
proper social distancing and a safe environment.  We hope that 
you are able to join us for this celebration.  
 

Check out the 8th grade Spotlight pages at the end of this Jet 
Gazette to get to know more about our 8th graders! 

 

We hope that you have been enjoying our weekly 
announcements that have been posted to Facebook. 
We sure have a lot of talent at St. John School.  If your 
family is interested in 
recording one of our 
daily segments, please 
contact Mrs. Haiss.  We 
would love to have 
more participants.   

https://crim.org/mindfulness-resources/
https://online.factsmgt.com/signin/3YS8Q


Prayers: 
 For an end to the COVID-19 pandemic 
 For all who are suffering from the coronavirus to recover 
 For the health and safety of health care workers and all 

essential workers, especially for those in our SJS family.  
 For all who have lost their jobs due to the pandemic 
 For strength for Father Robert and Father Ryan as they 

continue to shepherd their flock while being physically 
separated from them 

 For political leaders, that they make wise decisions that 
create unity 

 

 Thank you:  
 To the PSA for delivering signs to celebrate our 8th grade 

graduates. 
 To the Pagnani family, the Roche family, the Fatolitis 

family, and Ms. Wharff for doing our morning 
announcements over the last two weeks. 

 To the families who supported our virtual Book Fair.  You 
helped earn over $300 in supplies for our classrooms! 

 To Ms. Jennings and Mrs. Wright for organizing our virtual Book Fair.  
 
If you have a prayer request for the Jet Gazette, please let Mrs. Haiss know.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 ON A PERSONAL NOTE... 

Building Foundations of Faith 
 

.   

Today’s #microchallenge from bustedhalo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

To stay up to date with parish events, here is a link to the weekly parish bulletin:  https://stjohnfenton.org/bulletins  

https://stjohnfenton.org/bulletins


 

Staff Spotlight 
 

What is your favorite ice cream flavor or ice cream treat? 
 

Mrs. Stickel:  I like to have chocolate and strawberry ice cream on a sugar cone.  
YUM! 
Mrs. Wright:  I love Uncle Ray’s frozen raspberry yogurt. 
Ms. Bade:  This is tough, but I am going to have to go with a cookie dough turbo blast from Uncle 
Ray’s. 
Mrs. Whitney:  Chocolate or chocolate ice cream over a brownie with hot fudge drizzled on 
top...so yeah, chocolate.  
Mrs. Farella:  My favorite ice cream treat is Uncle Ray’s chocolate ice cream with double hot fudge  
over the top. 
Mrs. Boyle:  Growing up, the ice cream man knew to pull into our driveway because I ALWAYS had 
1.00 for a sno cone-the original flavors, no bubble gum at the bottom.  I can't wait for this summer 
so I can buy them "for Natalie." ;)   
Mrs. Ratke:  I love a Reese’s blast, concrete mixer, or blizzard.  Really, I will eat any ice cream treat.  
Mrs. Dawes:  I have several favorites when it comes to ice cream.  Chocolate Almond, chocolate 
mint chip, and butter pecan are probably my top three! 
Ms. Feazel:  Chocolate anything is my favorite. 
Ms. Jennings:  My favorite ice cream is chocolate chip. 
Mrs. Custodio:  Vanilla ice cream 
Mrs. Werschky:  My favorite is the cotton candy blizzard from Dairy Queen.  My son and I have 
been known to go twice a week to get one.  
Mr. Schmit:  Oreo Blast from Uncle Ray’s  
Mrs. Salzano:  SUPERMAN in a cone.  Or dark chocolate.  I love mint chocolate chip when it's 
heavy on the chocolate.  I just picked up some of the new mini Klondike bars in Reese's Peanut 
Butter Cup flavor so I am excited about that  
Mr. Garbutt:  An Uncle Ray’s chocolate milkshake 
Ms. Wharff:  My favorite flavor is ice cream is mint chocolate chip or Mackinac Island Fudge. Yum! 
Mrs. Haiss:  I could never pick one favorite because ice cream is my all time favorite treat.  I love 
banana splits, hot fudge sundaes, and chocolate malts.  My favorite flavors of ice cream are 
chocolate, Neapolitan,  and anything that has chocolate and coffee combined.  
Mrs. Adams:  I do not have ice cream very often, but in the summer if we go to the ice cream 
places, I love something that is a mix of caramel, chocolate, and pecans!  
Mrs. Minock:  A scoop of chocolate with a scoop of orange sherbet on top.  






















