St. John the Evangelist Catholic School
Jet Gazette Newsletter
September 30, 2022
News and Views from Mr. Schmit
Greetings,
I cannot believe that we will be turning our calendars to October tomorrow. This September
was jam packed with learning, Applefest, testing, and fun. The coming weeks and months
will be filled with all kinds of great experiences for our students.
Before I jump to the rundown, I want to clarify the email I sent last evening. IF there is ever
a threatening situation around the school, Fenton City Police will work in coordination with
us and we will take the necessary precautions that go with our school safety plan.
Yesterday at no time was there a threat to our security or the school’s safety during the K-9
police training that occurred in Bush Park. I spoke with Lieutenant Cross and he reassured
me that although the training company did not alert the city of Fenton let alone the police
department of this activity that it was strictly a training course. He pointed out that Bush
Park and the St. John campus was probably the safest place to be in the city of Fenton
yesterday afternoon because of the presence of all those agencies. Ok, now that I have
that out of the way let’s jump to the rundown.
Last Day of September Rundown:
 New 4th Grade Teacher: I am pleased to welcome Mr. Matthew Marion to our
teaching staff and school community. Mr. Marion is excited to be joining our staff after
serving for 11 years as a teacher and principal in the Archdiocese of Detroit. Mr. Marion
will take over the homeroom in which Mrs. Minnick has been serving as a long-term
substitute teacher. Mrs. Minnick took on the responsibility of starting the year in the
classroom but will continue working in the school as a 4th Grade aide and substitute
teacher.
 Spirit Week: See page 3 for details. Our Spirit Week festivities conclude with the
Powers Catholic High School Homecoming Game against Alpena High School at
Atwood Stadium. Please join us as we represent St. John School in the parade. We will
meet at Powers Catholic next Friday at 5:15. The parade begins at 5:45 PM.

 Pep Rally: We will gather for a pep rally on Wednesday, Oct. 5 at 2:30 PM in the gym.
The pep rally is in the middle of the week due to our 8th Graders visiting Powers
Catholic on Friday.

 Pet Blessing: Fr. Gabriel Bilas, Rector of St. Mary Magdalene Eastern Orthodox

Church and St. John School parent, will be leading us in a prayer of blessing over our
pets on the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi on Tuesday morning, at 8:10 AM in the
courtyard. Please drop off your children as usual. Students should go to class and will
come out with their classroom teacher after announcements to meet you and pets in the
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courtyard. All pets MUST be on a leash or in a cage/crate. All pets must go home after
the blessing. For pets who do not travel well or families whose schedules do not allow
you to bring your pet, we encourage your child to bring in a picture to be blessed.
 Counselor: Marnee Weisbrod, MS, LLPC has office hours every Tuesday from 10 AM12 PM. If you would like more information, if you have any questions, or if you want your
child to speak with Mrs. Weisbrod, please contact her using the email:
mweisbrod@sjseducation.com
 Surveillance System: The installation of our new surveillance system began this week
and will continue for the next couple of weeks.
 Parent-Teacher Conferences: We will be moving Parent-Teacher conferences to the
middle of October, PRIOR to the end of the First Marking Period. Conferences will be
held the week of October 10th. We will have a half day of school on October 13 with a
majority of conferences being held that afternoon. Due to this, we will have a day off
from school on Friday, October 14.
 Join us for Mass this weekend: Please join us for prayer and worship as we
experience the true presence of Jesus in the Eucharist at either our 5:00 PM Saturday
mass, or at one of the Sunday morning masses at 8:30, 10:00, or 11:30. Our Youth Choir
will be singing at the Sunday 11:30 AM mass this weekend.
In this Sunday’s Gospel we will hear Jesus’ powerful statement about faith. In Luke’s
Gospel we read, “The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith." The Lord replied, "If
you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted
and planted in the sea,' and it would obey you.” I need to practice this in my backyard
because there are a couple of trees that need to go! Seriously though, Jesus wasn’t giving
landscaping advice, he was talking about unhindered, obedient faith and what God can do
if we are obedient and open to His direction. Recently someone informed me that a plan of
mine wasn’t working. I took that statement to prayer and was convinced that statement was
correct. How often do we get in the way of God and aren’t completely obedient to him
because we try to figure things out on our own? How much better all our lives will be when
we let go and let God. Let’s work on letting God work as we support one another in our
daily lives. We all need to become better versions of ourselves for the good of our children.
In turn we will be allowing God to work which will allow this school community to flourish as
Disciples of Jesus Christ.
I hope and pray that you have a blessed weekend.
See you next week!
Andrew Schmit
Principal

Dates to Remember

Homecoming

OCTOBER
Mon

3

Dress Like Your Favorite Season Day

Tues

4

USA/Camo Day

Tues

4

Pet Blessing-8:10 AM

MONDAY:

Dress Like Your Favorite Season

Tues

4

8th Grade Washington DC Informational Meeting6PM

TUESDAY:

USA/Camo Day

Wed

5

Class Color Day

Wed

5

Pep Rally-2:30 in the SJ gym

Thurs

6

Decades Day

Fri

7

Super Spirit Day

Fri

7

Powers Homecoming Parade-5:45 PM

Thurs

13

Half-Day for Parent Teacher Conferences-11:30
AM Dismissal

Fri

14

No School for staff or students

Wed

26

Picture Retake Day

Thurs

27

Trunk or Treat-6 PM More details coming soon!

PET BLESSING

WEDNESDAY: Class Color Day (see below)
THURSDAY:

Decades Day

FRIDAY:

Super Spirit Day
Preschool

Yellow

Kindergarten

Pink

1st Grade

Orange

2nd Grade

Purple

3rd Grade

Black

4th Grade

White

5th Grade

Gray

6th Grade

Red

7th Grade

Green

8th Grade

Blue

Join us for our annual Pet Blessing in
honor of St. Francis of Assisi. This
will take place on Monday, October
4th at 8:10 AM in the courtyard. All
pets MUST be on a leash or in a
cage/crate. Also, all pets must go
home after the
blessing. For pets who do not travel well
or families whose schedule does not allow
you to bring your pet, we encourage your
child to bring in a picture to be blessed. A
stuffed animal may also be brought as a
stand-in for a pet.

Students should go to class as normal and will come out
after announcements to meet parents and
pets in the courtyard.

Students participating in Spirit Week may wear jeans,
shorts, and/or other clothing that fits the theme but still
complies with our dress code, meaning clothing
choices should still be appropriate for the school
setting and no leggings should be worn. Students who
are not participating in the daily theme should wear
their regular St. John uniform.

HOMECOMING PARADE
St. John families are invited to the Powers Catholic
Homecoming Parade after school on Friday. You are
invited to either watch the parade or walk behind the
St. John banner in the parade with other St. John
families. The parade will begin at Powers at 5:45 PM
and process to Atwood Stadium. Kids in St. John or
Powers spiritwear can get into the game for free. If you
are going to walk in the parade, please arrive at
Powers by 5:15 PM.

ATHLETICS

Join us at the following events to cheer on your SJ Jets!
Tackle Football
Wed. Oct. 5 vs. New Lothrop

5:30 PM @ New Lothrop

Flag Football
Sun. Oct. 2 vs. Holy Family Panthers

1:30 PM @ Powers HS

Sun. Oct. 2 vs. Holy Family Blue

2:30 PM @ Powers HS

Girls Basketball
7/8 Grade
Mon. Oct. 3 vs. St. John Vianney
Sat. Oct. 8 vs. St. Roberts

7:00 PM @ St. John Fenton
9:00 AM @ Powers HS

5/6 Grade
‘Mon. Oct. 3 vs. Holy Family 2
Thurs. Oct. 6 vs. Holy Family 3

5:00 PM @ St. John Fenton
6:00 PM @ Holy Family

Volleyball Registration Now Open
Volleyball registration is now open for girls in 7th and
8th grade. The season will start at the end of October
with games beginning in November. More details will
be coming soon! To register, please download the
SportsEngine App and register here: https://st-john-the
-evangelist-catholic-school.sportngin.com/register/
form/150355883

Be part of the Team
Live Auction fundraiser for NEW Basketball
Hoops at the St. John Catholic School
Gymnasium
To the highest bidder:
4 tickets for U of M vs. Penn State
Saturday, October 15 at The Big House
A Tailgate Basket is included to get the party started

Click on the link below to place your bid.

https://sjc-auction.web.app/#/

Bidding closes on:

Friday, October 7th at
11:59 PM

For questions regarding the Grateful
Challenge Live Auction or Dinner and
Discover, please contact Barb Walstrom with
the Education Foundation at (248) 250-2036
or blwalstrom@stjohnfenton.org.

ON A PERSONAL NOTE...
Thank You:


To the White and Butler families for donating books to the school library.



To the Pagnani and Sterling families for donating science kits to our STEAM classroom.

Congratulations:
 To Mrs. Adams on the birth of her first grandchild, Ari James, who was born on Wednesday.
Congratulations also to Ms. Adams who is a proud aunt.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
PRESCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN "Sunday School'
is available during the 10 AM Mass beginning October
2nd! If you feel your young child would do better having
fun with peers and learning about Jesus at their own
level, rather than attending Mass, then you are more
than welcome to sign them up. To register go to:
stjohnfenton/children and the registration button is at the
bottom of the page. Cost for the entire year is $65 per
child.

Link to parish bulletin: https://www.stjohnfenton.org/bulletin.html

Staff Spotlight
In honor of the upcoming Pet Blessing on the Feast Day of St. Francis of
Assisi?, we asked our staff to share about their family pets.
Ms. Wharff: Beauregard

Mrs. Salzano: This is

is my 3 year old

Hank Salzano. He is

labradoodle! He’s always

the best boy and

ready for a treat, a walk,

loves his mom and

or some snuggles. :)

dad. He enjoys
cuddling with bears
and toys, and getting lots of attention.

Mrs. Roberts: Rosie girl!!

Ms. Bade: Vinnie

Our 3 year old Saint

has the blue

Bernard.

bandanna and he is
9! Izzy has the pink
bow and she is 2!

Ms. Adams and Mrs.

Ms. Kozara: I have two dogs, Waffle and

Adams:

Winston. Both of them are rescued from a

Juno is a 2-year

old cream Bernedoodle.

shelter. They like

She has a sassy and

taking long naps,

stubborn side at times,

going on walks, and

but she makes up for it

getting dressed up

with her energetic,

for Halloween!

sweet, and loving
personality. She brightens our day. :)
Mrs. Konett: We have two dogs, Violet and Teddy. Violet is a
gentle giant (dane/mastiff) and Teddy is a very loyal rescue of
unknown breed. We also
have a horse named
Louie.

Staff Spotlight
Mrs. Kromberg:

Mrs. Dawes. I have two kitties. Henry, my 11

Rusty is my

month old

wonderful dog! He

miniature

is a Sharpei Pug

panther,

mix.

and his
sweet
momma,

Mrs. Anderson: Mr. Purr, Bella, and Bentley

Mr. Tucker: My dog’s name
is Ahsoka. She’s a German
shepherd and rough collie
cross, and will be 2 in
January. She loves people,
car rides, and walks, but
people most of all.

Mrs. Haiss: We have a 10-year old cat and

Mrs. Farella: Our family pet was Moxie, an

Hank, a yellow lab. The cat thinks she is

awesome miniature poodle. Now, Luna, a toy

queen of

poodle, has become our grandpuppy!

the castle
and Hank
needs a lot
of Jesus!

Mrs. Roche: We

Mr. Schmit Max is

have a bearded

our six year old

dragon named

Goldendoodle who

Marcus. He’s clumsy

thinks he runs the

and pretty chill. Our

family.

dog, Bonnie, is a
golden retriever.

