St. John the Evangelist Catholic School
Jet Gazette Newsletter
March 11, 2022
News and Views from Mr. Schmit
(in larger font due to popular demand)
Greetings,
Thank you to all the guest readers that have visited our school over the first two weeks of
March is Reading Month. This has been a busy month so far with all kinds of activities
geared towards reading, along with our Lenten observances. I can hardly believe we only
have two more weeks remaining in the third quarter. So, with that, let’s jump to the
rundown.
The worst weekend of the year due to the spring forward time change rundown:
 Open Enrollment: Our open enrollment continues. In December, we established our
2022-23 preschool to 8th Grade enrollment goal to be 290 students. Currently, we have
271 registered for the upcoming school year. Last night we hosted an information night
for nearly 30 current and prospective families. If you know anyone family, friends,
neighbors interested in enrolling here at St. John School, please have them contact the
main office or visit our website. Just for perspective, our first day of preschool-8th grade
numbers have been 297 (2017), 260 (2018), 229 (2019), 252 (2020), and 277 (2021).
 Spring Sports 5th-8th Grade: We are sending out another survey as we are trying to
salvage a GCCS 5th-8th Grade spring sports season. We are looking for boys and girls
interested in baseball, softball, and a GCCS 7th and 8th grade boys and girls track
season. We are hoping to have more information for our families next week.
 2022 Big Game Auction: We are still compiling final numbers but we can easily say
that the Auction was a huge success! Planning is already underway for next year’s
Auction that will happen in February of 2023!
 Applefest 2022: The Applefest planning committee met this week and will be looking
for a host of volunteers to help bring back a regular-ish Applefest in a very big way! The
Applefest will be held during the third weekend of September.
 Playground Expansion Project: Our upper playground addition project is still in need
of financial support. We are still accepting donations to help fund this project. I am
hoping to get more information from the playground company soon that will be shared
with everyone, in particular the timeline for construction. The reason behind this addition
is that currently only our Kindergarten age and older students can enjoy the current
playground structures. However, our childcare license prohibits the preschool age
children from utilizing the current equipment. The empty grass/mud space within the
green fence will be the location for the new features and structures. If you would like
more information regarding this project, please contact the main office.
Our Mission: St. John the Evangelist Catholic School is a faith-based community dedicated to teaching, learning, and living as Jesus did.

News and Views from Mr. Schmit (continued)
 Second Sunday of Lent: Join us for Mass this weekend at either the Saturday 5pm
Mass or the 8:00, 10:00, or 11:30 Sunday morning masses. Additionally, the Children’s
Liturgy of the Word with Annie Kitching takes place during the first half of the 11:30
mass. See you this weekend!
Our Gospel for this weekend’s Mass is Luke’s re-telling of the Transfiguration of Jesus.
Jesus takes Peter, James, and John up the mountain (any story in the Bible that has the
characters going up a mountain is a significant moment of Divine Revelation) to pray. There
are several key elements to Luke’s account: the three Apostles fell asleep while
praying, Jesus’ glory was revealed and key figures of the Old Covenant appeared
alongside Jesus, and the experience grabbed their attention. Peter, suddenly awake, filled
with the emotion of the moment because of what he was witnessing, asked if they could set
up tents (altars) due to the sacred experience and remain there. Peter’s reaction is
significant because it’s the spiritual but human, “I don’t want to leave this moment because
it has all the feels,” kind of thing because God had his full attention. However, this was only
the beginning of their calling, which was the easy part. The hard part was going to be when
they left the mountain. I hope and pray that we can continue to live out our calling. We have
the opportunity every time we are present at the Eucharist to experience God’s revelation to
us. The challenging part is that we take what we experience and live it out in our daily lives.
Let’s continue to pray for one another that we can live our Baptismal calling, being
examples for our children, ultimately helping to spread the Good News in our daily lives.
Have a blessed weekend, despite one hour less.
God bless,
Andrew Schmit
Principal
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Dates to Remember
MARCH
Sun

13

Daylight Saving Time-Spring Forward

Mon

14

No School for Students-Teacher PD

Fri

25

Third Quarter Ends

Fri

25

Half-Day-11:30 Dismissal

Mon

28

Spring Break Week Begins

APRIL
Fri

1

Happy Birthday Ms. Jennings!

Mon

4

Classes Resume

Tuition Assistance
The window to apply for tuition assistance grants from the
Diocese of Lansing has closed. You may still submit an application
to be considered for tuition assistance from the St. John School
Scholarship Fund. Please note that tuition assistance is only
available for students in grades K-12. Preschool students are not
eligible for tuition assistance.
The link for the application is : https://online.factsmgt.com/aid

March Jeans Day
During the month of March, students may pay $1 for
the privilege of wearing jeans on certain days. All
proceeds from this collection will go to Catholic
Charities. Jeans must be free
of rips and tears. Dennis
Uniform shirts are still
required. Students do not
need to pay on Fridays which
are already regular Spiritwear
days. Students may pay $1
daily or pay for all days in
advance ($10). Students must be in full St. John
Uniform on Wednesdays for Mass.
The remaining days are considered Jeans Days:
March 15, 17
March 21, 22, 24

40 Cans for Lent
The Knights of Columbus are collecting nonperishable food items during Lent. If you wish to donate, please send in items with your child. There is a
drop box in the school lobby.

Adoration Sign Up for Parents
We now have the privilege of having Adoration in our
new Prayer Room every Friday from 9 AM until 11
AM. In order for us to have Adoration, we must always
have one person remain in the Prayer Room with Jesus
as students enter and exit. If you are interested in
coming to pray before the Blessed Sacrament, please
sign up for a time here. This sign up includes all
Fridays through the end of March. Soon, a new sign up
will be sent out for April.

Athletics Update
Boys Basketball
Admission: Adults $2, Students $1, 5 and under FREE

SJS Green and Gold Night
Join us on March 15th for Green and Gold Night! At 5 PM,
our 5th/6th SJ Green will take on SJ Gold. At 6 PM, our
7th/8th grade teams will play each other. See you there!

JR. JETS BASKETBALL SKILLS CLINIC
This skills clinic is open to students in grades K-2.
Join us on Sunday from 3:30 to 4:30 PM. $5 per
session.
Remember to bring gym shoes and a water bottle.
See attached flyer for all dates and registration
form.
March is Reading
Month Visitors!

Log Your Volunteer Hours
To log your volunteer hours, go to our school website and
click on the “Good Stewards” tab. Then, you can click on
“Submit Parent Volunteer Hours.” If you have questions,
about how to log hours, please contact the office.

ON A PERSONAL NOTE...
Prayers:


For Dr. Neubeck, who is ill (Mrs. Roche’s dad and grandpa to James and Anna)

Thank You:


To Ms. Robin and some of our NJHS students for volunteering at our Early Childhood Information Night last night.

Order from the K of
C Lenten Fish Fry.

Read “25 Great Things You Can Do
for Lent” for some different ways
you can enrich this Lenten season
with prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.

Building Foundations of Faith
Today’s #microchallenge from bustedhalo.com

To stay up to date with parish events, here is a link to
the weekly parish bulletin: https://
www.stjohnfenton.org/bulletin.html

Staff Spotlight
Mrs. Roberts
Preschool
How long have you worked at SJS? This is my 5th year.
What is your favorite thing about working in a Catholic school? Sharing how to be
followers of Jesus.
Tell us about your family: My husband, Joe, and I have two daughters, Emma (12) and
Ashlyn (9), and our dog.
Do you have any pets? Rosie Girl-our St. Bernard
What are your favorite hobbies ? Shopping
What are your favorite foods? Pizza and Pasta
What is one thing you will NOT eat? Fish!
If I could go anywhere on vacation, it would be: Anywhere on the beach/ocean
What is one of your favorite topics to teach in preschool? I love everything about
preschool...Children get so excited trying and learning new things!
What is one of your favorite children’s books? The Napping House
What is one of you favorite bible stories? Noah’s Ark
What is your favorite movie? Big fan of movies!! Where the Heart Is, Mamma Mia, and
most Adam Sandler movies!
What is your favorite season and why? Summer because I love the HOT sun!
What was your first job? I worked at Toys-R-Us.
This or that?
Tea or Coffee
Board Game or Card Game
Read a Book or Watch a Movie
Fuzzy Socks or Slippers
Llama Llama or Pete the Cat

