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News and Views from Mr. Schmit 

Greetings, 
 
Our teachers, staff, and parent volunteers are doing an amazing job of creating a festive atmosphere as we continue 
our spiritual Advent journey preparing our hearts for Christmas. The teachers continue to have Advent reflections 
and our 3rd Grade leads us in daily Jesse Tree reflections, helping the school to encounter the story of Salvation.  A 
huge thank you goes out to Krystal Fatolitis-Payne and her helper elves for putting on a spirited and successful 
Santa Shop. Another huge thank you goes out to our second and third grade learning communities for another 
successful year of Merry Mail. The number of families that we were able to help this year is astounding. Thank you 
all for your donations. Finally, I need to thank Mrs. Robin Dybata for how much she has been here to help out over 
the last couple of weeks. She has been decorating, cleaning, organizing, answering the phone, and helping in the 
cafeteria. Her dedication has been HUGE! So much to be thankful for but it’s time for the one week until Break and 
two weeks until Christmas rundown: 

 Christmas Program: Parents and grandparents, please join us on Tuesday, December 14 in the church for the 
homeroom performances. Our preschool to 3rd grade will be singing at 10AM and our 4th-8th Grades will be singing at 
2PM. Masks are required.  

 

 The Journey to CHRISTmas/Bethlehem: The Journey to CHRISTmas or the event that I have been referring to as The 
Journey to Bethlehem is scheduled for next Thursday, December 16, 2021 from 6pm to 7pm. The Journey will start in the 
cafeteria. Participants will enter the school’s cafeteria via the courtyard (parking in the church lot). The Journey will take 
people around the school to listen to a reading of the Nativity and finishing with a live Nativity Scene, all put on by SJS 
middle school students. Our community will then finish up the journey by going out in front of the school to enjoy the 
Christmas lights, hot cocoa, cookies and music. While in the school building, all participants will be required to wear a 
mask.  

 

 Safety: A huge thank you goes out to Dave Forystek and Premier Security for providing SJS and our partner Genesee 
County Catholic Schools with security guards over the last 6 days of school. Carla Feamster served us last Friday and Mike 
Angus helped out every day this week. I have a couple of meetings set with Premier as well as Fenton Police to discuss 
security protocol and physical enhancements we can make to improve our overall day to day security.  

 

 Health Protocols: I will be updating you soon in regards to the health and safety protocols going forward. What I can tell 
you is that the combined number one goal is to keep students healthy and in school for in-person learning.  

 

 Auction Raffle Tickets: Please see page 4 for information about the auction raffle tickets your child will bring home today 
or Monday.  

 
 
The second reading for this weekend’s Third Sunday of Advent is taken from Philippians: 

 
Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: rejoice! Your kindness should be known to all. The 
Lord is near. Have no anxiety at all, but in everything,  
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to God. Then the peace of God 
that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

 
I don’t know about you but this message speaks loudly and clearly to me. As I have spoken with parish staff, 
teachers, students, parents, and professional colleagues from the GCCS we are all feeling a heavy weight and 
burden. This weekend of Advent is all about “Rejoice” and “Joy.” I’m struggling with that right now. We need to storm 
the gates of Heaven with prayer in the name of Jesus right now to break through the despair, the hopelessness, and 
fear that is enveloping our community. Join together with me, inviting Jesus’ Love, Hope, and Joy so that we can 
continue being a beacon of light as a community of believers in the hope and promise of the Resurrection.  
 
God bless, 
 
Andrew Schmit 
Principal 

Our Mission:  St. John the Evangelist Catholic School is a faith-based community dedicated to teaching, learning, and living as Jesus did.   



 

  DECEMBER 
Friday 10 Happy Birthday Mrs. Ratke! 

Monday 13 Christmas Spiritweek Begins 

Monday 13 Last Day to place Scrip Orders for physical gift 

cards until after Christmas-Due by 9AM 

Monday 13 Gift Wrapping Fundraiser 3:30 PM to 5 PM 

Monday 13 Happy Birthday Mrs. Davidson!  

Wednesday 15 Gift Wrapping Fundraiser 3:30 PM to 5 PM 

Thursday 16 Journey to CHRISTmas 

Friday 17 Half-Day for students– Christmas break begins 

at 11:30 Dismissal 

Friday 24 Happy Birthday Mrs. Farella! 

Saturday 25 MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Sunday 26 Happy Birthday Mrs. Marinelli! 

Monday 27 Feast Day of St. John the Evangelist  

  JANUARY   
Monday 3 Classes Resume 

Dates to Remember 

Christmas Spiritweek 

December 13-17 

 

 

 

Monday 12/13 

A Long Winter’s Nap 

Come to school in your PJs. 

 

Tuesday 12/14 

Deck the Halls 

Dress in your Christmas best for our Christmas 

music program.  

 

Wednesday 12/15 

Family Picture Day 

Wear your flannels or Ugly Christmas sweaters. 

 

Thursday 12/16 

Santa’s Workshop 

Wear Christmas accessories, socks, light up 

necklaces, etc. and let us see how festive you can 

be. You can also dress as your favorite Christmas 

character from the North Pole.  .   

 

Friday 12/17 

Christmas Spiritwear Day 

Wear your choice of Christmas Spiritwear. 

 

8th grade GIFT WRAPPING Fundraiser 

The 8th grade class is offering HOLIDAY GIFT 

WRAPPING SERVICES to all St John Families and 

Staff Members.  The two wrapping dates are after 

school on Monday, December 13th or Wednesday, 

December 15th from 3:30 PM to 5 PM.  

Please bring your holiday gifts in need of wrapping to the courtyard 

door closest to the SJS library (AKA Jet’s club door). You may choose 

to wait for your items to be wrapped or pick up the next day.  All wrap-

ping services are by donation only and will benefit the upcoming 

8th grade trip to Washington DC in Spring 2022. 

We greatly appreciate your generosity and look forward to making 

your holidays festive and merry!! 

Starting Tuesday, our National 

Junior Honor Society will have their 

Annual Candy Cane Fundraiser.  

Students may purchase candy 

canes at lunch for $1 each.  



 

Athletics Update 

 

Boys Basketball 

 

Dates through 12/23 

7/8 Grade Clinic 

Saturday   11AM to 1 PM 

Mon/Tues/Thurs   3:45 PM to 6 PM 

 

5/6 Grade Clinic 

Sundays   4 PM to 6 PM 

Wednesdays  3:30 PM to 5:30 PM  

 

7/8 Volleyball 

Saturday 12/11   Tournament starts at 9 AM at Powers 

 

Spring Sports Survey:  If you have a 5th-8th grader and have 
NOT taken the spring sports survey yet, the link is below:  

 https://forms.gle/JxPAHizjHuUp8upa6  

 

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS EVE MASS  

This year, instead of the typical pantomime of the Gospel 

reading at the 4 p.m. Mass,  to keep from too much close-

contact were asking children to ILLUSTRATE the Gospel 

Reading (Luke 2: 1-14) with their drawings and other 

artwork.  These can be on any colored paper, in any 

medium...pictures of three-dimensional work are also 

welcome.  The trick will be for us to actually illustrate 

the entire reading (which has some less-than expected bits.) 

We won't be able to use every picture we get (I'm afraid) so 

those who illustrate the less picturesque bits, will be more likely 

to be shown on the big screen.  email photos of the artwork to 

me at annie@stjohnfenton.org, or drop the actual art off in the 

school or parish office, or leave it in the big IPC mailbox by the 

parish office.  Art is due no later than December 20.  We won't 

be able to use pictures of trees, ornaments, etc. - only 

illustrations of the Gospel.  These need to be original artwork 

(i.e. not coloring sheets).  Can't wait to see them!!! 

Annie Kitching-Children's Ministry Coordinator 

Attendance  

Due to some questions we have received recently, here are 

a few attendance clarifications.  

 Whenever a student is marked absent, our student 

database (Powerschool) sends an automatic notification 

to parents via email.  You will receive this notification 

even if you have informed the office in advance that your 

child will be absent for any reason. It is the way the 

system is programmed.  

 If a student is quarantined because of a Covid exposure, 

the student will be marked absent even if the student is 

attending virtually through Zoom.  This helps us keep 

track of who is in the building in an emergency situation.  

We keep separate records regarding absences due to 

quarantine that we will put in a student’s file if necessary.  

The exception to this is if an entire homeroom/grade 

level is moved to virtual learning.  In this situation, 

we would know that an entire grade/homeroom is 

out of the building in an emergency.  If an entire 

grade/homeroom is moved to a virtual learning 

situation, students would only be marked absent if 

they do not attend the Zoom meeting.   

 Please continue to call or email the office if your child will 

be absent. If you are emailing the teacher, please 

include Mrs. Haiss on the email 

(ahaiss@sjseducation.com).  We still spend a significant 

amount of time each day trying to contact families of 

absent students.  

Christmas Mass Schedule 

 

Christmas Eve, 

Friday, Dec. 24    4:00PM & 6:00PM 

 

Christmas Day 

Saturday, Dec. 25   12:00 Midnight, 9:00AM, & 

11:00AM  

https://forms.gle/JxPAHizjHuUp8upa6


 

AUCTION REMINDERS 

 

GET INVOLVED: Show support for our school 

and Get in the game! - various volunteer 

opportunities available https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa5ab23a3f58

-stjohn 

 

SPONSORSHIP INFO: https://

sjpsa.ejoinme.org/2022 

 

Reach out to our Auction Chair, Cherish Miotke, 

with any questions.  SJSAuction@yahoo.com 

Cloverleaf Electric 

Let the sparks fly with this electric Grand Slam 

Sponsorship!!! A huge THANK YOU to a first-time 

sponsor, Cloverleaf Electric! Thank you to Shawn and 

Kristi Hosner for your generous donation! From 

Residential to Industrial Services Cloverleaf Electric has 

you covered! The Brightest Sponsorship Award goes to 

Cloverleaf Electric!  Thank 

you for shining so bright for 

our school!  

Wentworth Real Estate Group 

The CONTINUED support of this family is why we love 

our community so much.  The Wentworth Real Estate 

Group serves everyone they meet including our 

wonderful St. John family.  Thank you!  Thank 

you!  Thank you! This HUGE Grand Slam Sponsorship 

is so incredibly appreciated!  Thank you to John 

Wentworth and his beautiful family for donating year 

after year to support our school.  Having multiple 

locations including their new Brighton office, please call 

the Wentworth Real Estate 

Group for all your real estate 

needs.  Check them out 

today!!! 

Auction Raffle Tickets 

Auction Raffle Tickets are on their way to you!  Your 

oldest child will bring home raffle tickets after school 

today OR after school on Monday.  Raffle tickets are 

$10 each.  Raffle details are including with the tickets.   

 

Homeroom Basket Donations 

The Auction Committee is  looking for certain items to 

create auction packages.  Please see the attached 

Sign Up Genius to see what items are still 

needed.    Many families find great deals during the 

holiday shopping season.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10c0f4badae2babf5c25-auction 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa5ab23a3f58-stjohn
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa5ab23a3f58-stjohn
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa5ab23a3f58-stjohn
https://sjpsa.ejoinme.org/2022
https://sjpsa.ejoinme.org/2022
https://sjpsa.ejoinme.org/2022
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4badae2babf5c25-auction
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4badae2babf5c25-auction


 

Prayers: 

 For Gabriela Lesneski who is recovering from an illness.  

Thank You: 

 To Mrs. Claus, aka Krystal Payne, and her elves for all your hard work at Santa’s Shop.  The kids had a wonderful time! 
 To all the families who participated in Merry Mail.  We were able to raise over $3100 for families in need!  
 To Sarah Sterling for decorating our hallways with characters from The Grinch.  It is making everyone smile.  
 To Ms. Robin for adding Christmas cheer throughout the building.  
 To the Webb family for donating craft supplies to Jets Club.  
 To the Zaher family for providing lunch for our staff today.  

 

 ON A PERSONAL NOTE... 

Building Foundations of Faith 

Today’s #microchallenge from bustedhalo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To stay up to date with parish events, here is a link to 

the weekly parish bulletin:  https://

www.stjohnfenton.org/bulletin.html   

Santa Shop and Merry 

Mail Wrapping  

https://www.stjohnfenton.org/bulletin.html
https://www.stjohnfenton.org/bulletin.html


 

Staff Spotlight 
Ms. Wharff 

Kindergarten 

How long have you worked in education?  I have been in education for 15 years.  How about at SJS?  This is my 
12th year at SJS.  
What is your alma mater?  I am a proud alumnus of Michigan State University-for both undergrad and post grad 
studies-GO GREEN! 
What is your favorite thing about working in a Catholic school?  I love being a part of the faith journey of our 
littlest learners.  Joining with them as they learn more about God’s great love for us, and ways that we can 
share that love with others is the best part of my day.  
Tell us about your family: I have a wonderful family, including my mom and brother.  We have a large extended 
family that we don’t get to see often enough.  
Do you have any pets?  I have an adorable labradoodle named Beauregard.  We call him ‘Beau’ for short.  He 
loves walks, fetch, squeaker toys, and all the treats.   
What are your favorite hobbies ?  I enjoy being creative-I love to refurnish pieces and sew. I also play the violin-
I’ve played for many, many years!  
What are your favorite foods?  My favorite foods are my mom’s homemade anything.   
What is one thing you will NOT eat?   Watermelon!   
If I could go anywhere on vacation, it would be:  My home away from home is anywhere along the shores of 
Lake Superior in the UP.  Although, I recently enjoyed staying a cottage on Sugar Island.  It was lovely.  
What is one of your favorite books to read with Kindergarten? This question is impossible!  My favorite thing in 
kindergarten is sharing the love of the written language. My book collection is quite large and I’m always adding 
more. Recent favorites have included a variety of Nativity stories. 
What is one of your favorite Bible stories?  I love the story of The Prodigal Son.   When reflecting on the Bible 
story, I’m always reminded of God’s amazing love for each of us and his unending forgiveness.  We are blessed! 
What is your favorite Christmas movie?  ELF!  
What is your favorite Christmas Carol? O Come O Come Emmanuel 
What is your MUST HAVE Christmas dish?  Pot Roast 
What is one of your favorite Christmas memories?  ? Each year, I love sitting in the quiet with just the 
Christmas tree glow, something warm to drink, and a good book.  Perfection!  
What is your favorite gift from Santa when you were little? My Strawberry Shortcake doll-she smelled like 
strawberry plastic.  If I close my eyes, I can still smell it.  
This or that?   CHRISTMAS EDITION 

  Bake Cookies or Wrap Presents  

  Hot cocoa or Eggnog  

  Angel or Star 

  Colored Lights or White Lights  

  Gingerbread or Sugar cookie 


