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News and Views from Mr. Schmit 

Greetings, 
 
December in schools is always hectic, a good hectic of course. It doesn’t matter if it’s high school, middle 
school, elementary school or preschool. Our kids and teachers have been doing amazing things in the 
classroom in regards to learning but more importantly to prepare their hearts to celebrate Christ’s birth. 
Thank you all for your generosity over the past month with the canned food drive prior to Thanksgiving and 
then with the various initiatives and causes our homerooms have taken up throughout December. Your 
generosity is supporting those in need, ranging from the Fenton area to Flint. I also want to add that our 
students have also been making Christmas cards for veterans to support the Holiday Card Program 
sponsored by the group A Place For Veterans. All in all it’s been a great month, culminating with a 
wonderful opportunity to gather together this past Wednesday for the annual Christmas program. Getting 
up in front of people and singing isn’t easy so I applaud all the students for going up in front of our school 
community to share with us the sounds of the season. The whole evening was spectacular and Mr. Tucker 
and I have already started discussing the Spring 2023 program.  
 
Last Jet of 2022 Rundown: 
 

 Country Breakfast: The Knights of Columbus will be hosting “Country Breakfast” in the Activity 
Center on Sunday, December 16 after the 8:30 and 10:00 masses. Santa Claus will make an 
appearance during breakfast! 

 

 Children’s Christmas Eve Mass: 4PM Mass. There will not be a Gospel re-enactment of the Nativity 
Story this year. Rather, children are encouraged to dress as angels and shepherds (costumes not 
provided by church) and process behind Fr. Robert as he brings the baby Jesus to the Nativity in the 
front of the church. Children will return to their families after the procession. The only pews reserved for 
this mass are those that were won at the PSA auction and for the families of the Youth Choir 
members.  

 

 Calendar Updates: We will have NO SCHOOL on Monday, February 13 (Applefest Raffle Incentive). 
Additionally there will be NO SCHOOL on Monday, April 24 for a Professional Development Day 
requested by the Diocese of Lansing. 

 

 NWEA Map: Our next NWEA MAP testing window will open up in mid January. I have been working 
with Mr. Mark Callahan, the Director of Genesee County Catholic Schools on some comparative data, 
looking at our grade level mean RIT scores. 
I’m excited that he will be meeting with our 
teachers next Tuesday so that we can dive 
deeper within our grade levels as we meet in 
our Professional Learning Communities. 
Beginning in the Spring, we are going to add 
Science to our NWEA MAP testing platform 
for grades 3-8, just so you are aware.  

 
 

Our Mission:  St. John the Evangelist Catholic School is a faith-based community dedicated to teaching, learning, and living as Jesus did.   



 

 Some thoughts on the parking lot: Along with the situation we experienced on Wednesday evening 
out on Adelaide, we sometimes experience backups that extend to North Rd during the week as people 
are attempting to turn left into the entrance of the church parking lot. This also occurs sometimes on 
Sundays and especially at Christmas and Easter. My suggestion, and I’m no expert here, is to practice 
the zipper effect, alternating between cars turning right and turning left. In those situations we all have 
the same goal, to get into the parking lot and get into school/Mass/or whatever activity. Let’s be a 
people that practices common courtesy, looking out for one another, to avoid setting ourselves up for 
frustration and angry outbursts. Also, when parking please utilize the assigned spaces and avoid 
parking anywhere where “no parking” is clearly marked. We cannot have people making up their own 
parking spots. Oftentimes people forget that the parking lot extends all the way to the school. If all of 
the upper lot spaces are occupied, please use the lower lot behind the school or the city’s lot that we 
use for Applefest, located across the street from the school and playground. 

 

 Absence Protocol: Please be sure to call or email the office if your child is going to be absent.  If 
your child is absent more than one day, please notify us each day unless you have given us advance 
notice that they will be out for multiple days. Due to our increasing enrollment (a good thing!), we will be 
adopting a new protocol in regards to absent homework.  Teachers will provide homework upon 
request for parent pickup only if a student has been absent for more than one day.  If a student is only 
absent one day, he or she can get absent work on the day of their return. 

 

 Masses: Starting in 3rd quarter, our Encounter Jesus experience will shift to our 2nd grade to 8th 
grade attending mass twice per week. The 2nd-5th Grades will attend Mass on Mondays and the 6th-
8th grades will attend morning mass on Fridays and as always we will have our All School Wednesday 
morning masses.  

 

 Jet Gazette: The next JG will come out on Friday, January 6. If there is important information to 
share, we will send out a mass communication.  

 
 
God is good! As we are about to enter the Christmas Season it is important for us to be reminded that we 
have a special calling on our lives by virtue of the graces of our Baptism. In the second reading from the 
“Christmas During the Night” liturgical canon we are blessed with the words that St. Paul wrote to Titus; 
“The grace of God has appeared, saving all and training us to reject godless ways and worldly desires and 
to live temperately, justly, and devoutly in this age, as we await the blessed hope, the appearance of the 
glory of our great God and savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to deliver us from all lawlessness 
and to cleanse for himself a people as his own, eager to do what is good.” (Ti 2: 11-14) Throughout this 
school year, the faculty has been working with our students to enhance our focus on empathy building and 
a greater sense of community within our classrooms. It’s been a powerful thing to witness our students 
learning how to live temperately and justly by having different grade levels work together on projects or 
when the older students support the younger students through reading activities among other things. It’s 
amazing what can happen as we sharpen our focus on Jesus through daily prayer, weekly Adoration, 
times for school wide praying of the rosary, and Eucharistic Processions. When our focus is in the right 
place we have a greater sense of purpose and thus a refined emphasis on instruction and learning.  
 
Have a blessed weekend and as you begin your family Christmas celebrations, have a blessed and Merry 
Christmas! 
 
God bless, 
 
Andrew Schmit 
Principal 

 



 

  DECEMBER 
Wed 21 Half-Day-Dismissal at 11:30, Christmas Break   

begins at end of day 

Sat 24 Happy Birthday Mrs. Farella!  

Sun 25 Merry Christmas!  

Tues 27 Feast Day of St. John the Evangelist 

Fri 30 Girls Basketball Clinic at Powers (Gr. 3-8) 

  JANUARY 

Sun 1 Happy New Year! 

Wed 4 Classes Resume 

Sun 8 K of C Free Throw Competition-see Flyer 

Sat 14 Happy Birthday Mrs. Roberts! 

Sun 15 Happy Birthday Mr. Schmit!  

Sat 21 Daddy Daughter Dance 

Sun 22 Mother Son Bowling Event 

Dates to Remember 

Christmas Spirit Days 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, December 19 

Christmas Accessories Day 

Wear reindeer antlers, Santa hats, Christmas 

necklaces!  Be creative!  

 

Tuesday, December 20 

Christmas Character Day 

 

Wednesday, December 21 

Christmas Spiritwear Day  

Wear your choice of Christmas Spiritwear.  (This is 

a Mass Day so no pajamas.  Accessories may not 

be worn to Mass.) 

Reminders about Missing School 

 Please be sure to call or email the office if 

your child is going to be absent.  If your 

child is absent more than one day, please 

notify us each day unless you have given 

us advance notice that he or she will be 

out for multiple days.  

 Due to our increasing enrollment (a good 

thing!), we will be adopting new protocol in 

regards to absent homework.  Teachers 

will provide homework upon request for 

parent pickup only if a student has been 

absent for more than one day.  If a student 

is only absent one day, he or she can get 

absent work on the day of their return.  

IMPORTANT INFO!! 

Calendar Change 

The following days have been added to our 

calendar as NO SCHOOL days.  Please 

mark your calendars.  

Monday, February 13 

Monday, April 24 



 

COME PREPARED 

FOR RECESS! 

 

Winter is coming but we still have recess everyday.  Our 

policy is to go out for recess as long as the temperature is 

10 degrees or above (factoring in the wind chill). Please be 

sure your child comes prepared to go outside. We can’t say 

this enough times, but please make sure your child’s items 

are LABELED!! PLEASE LABEL ALL ITEMS!!  

 

2023-2024 Tuition Assistance 

The window to apply for tuition assistance for the 2023-2024 
school year is now open.  Applications are due by March 1, 
2023 if you would like to be considered for grants from the 
Diocese of Lansing.   

Both the St. John Scholarship Fund and the Diocese of Lansing 
Scholarship Program are need-based assistance 
programs.  Need is determined by an independent, third party 
service, FACTS Management, which makes its assessment 
based on income and tax information.  The application is only 
available online and requires a $35 application fee.  Families 
applying only need to fill out one application for consideration for 
both St. John and Diocese of Lansing assistance.  You do not 
need to fill out an application for each child.  You must fill out 
this application to be considered for any form of tuition 
assistance from the St. John School Scholarship Fund or 
from the Diocese of Lansing Scholarship Program.  A link to 
the application is provided at the end of this email.   

Grant Criteria eligibility for all grants: 

Families must complete a FACTS financial aid application 
online on or before March 1, 2023 to be considered for any 
of the Diocese of Lansing grants. You may still apply for 
assistance from the St. John Scholarship Fund after this date. 

Student must show a financial need of at least $750.00. 

The student must be Catholic, attend a Diocese of Lansing 
school, and belong to a parish in the Diocese of Lansing. 

Please note that tuition assistance is only available for 
students in grades K-12.  Preschool students are not 
eligible for tuition assistance.  

Diocese of Lansing Grant: 

Grades K-8 $750 per student 

Grades 9-12 $1000 per student 

Once the FACTS online form has been completed, the following 
information will need to be submitted to FACTS: 

  Copies of your most recent Federal tax forms including all 
supporting tax schedules and W2’s. 

  Copies of supporting documentation for Social Security 
Income, Welfare, Child Support, Food Stamps, Workers’ 
Compensation, and TANF. 

  Copies of Federal Tax Forms from 2021-2022 and 2022-
2023 (for business owners) 
All supporting documentation must be uploaded online 
through the FACTS online form. 

The link for the application is : https://online.factsmgt.com/aid 

 

 

There will be no Raise Right  plastic 

card orders (Scrip) next week due to 

the short week. Orders will resume 

when we come back in January. You may still 

order e-gift cards at any time.  

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/tCPy4ovYUgFRsK_9veLQ-w~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlafqjP4TTAmh0dHA6Ly90cmFjay5zcGUuc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNvbS9mL2EvdUUweTVIQm9lS0lFLU15bS1vUVVLUX5-L0FBQUFBUUF-L1JnUmp5d1NLUDRTbkFXaDBkSEE2THk5MGNtRmpheTV6Y0dVdWMyTm9iMjlzYldWemMyVnVa


 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

CHILDREN’S MASS - 4:00 PM  

In response to Bishop Boyea’s request that pageants 

not be a part of Christmas Masses (liturgically this is 

not appropriate) we will not bring back the Children’s 

pageant this year. HOWEVER, we will invite children to 

be involved in some special and active ways in the 4 

p.m. Mass!  

 Children are invited to dress as angels or 

shepherds and join the opening procession with 

Father Robert as he brings the baby Jesus to put in 

the crèche. (Simple costumes that you make from 

items at home are perfectly fine.)  

  Children (preschool - through high school) are 

encouraged to illustrate the Gospel Reading! Their 

pictures will be displayed on the large screens. 

Illustrations can be any medium. Please send the 

original or send a photo via email no later than 

Sunday, December 18th to Mrs. Kitching at 

annie@stjohnfenton.org . 

  There will be a special collection of Gifts for the 

Christ Child during offertory. Plan on bringing a gift 

for baby Jesus, and these will be donated to needy 

area mothers and babies through Gabriel Project. 

Babies need items such as blankets, bottles, 

pacifiers, small toys, formula, diapers, and so forth. 

“Whatsoever you did for the least of my people you 

did for me.” Matthew 25:40 It is lovely if the baby 

gifts can be wrapped as presents, as they will be 

laid at the foot of the crèche.  

OUR PARISH FEAST DAY 

December 27! 

Saint John the Apostle, the son 

of Zebedee, was one of the 

Twelve Apostles. He is also 

called John the Evangelist, the 

Beloved Disciple and John of 

Patmos.  John is believed to be 

the longest living apostle and the  

only one who didn’t die a martyr.  

 

John is the author of the Gospel 

of John as well as three Epistles and the Book of 

Revelation.    

 

According to legend, St. John argued with some pagans 

in Ephesus.  One of them gave him a chalice of 

poisoned wine, but when John made the sign of the 

cross over the cup, the poison escaped in the form of a 

snake, and John drank the wine unharmed.  From this 

event comes the tradition of blessing wine on the Feast 

of St. John.   

 

PARTICIPATE IN A TRADITION! 

 

Bring wine to Mass for a blessing on December 27…  

It is a tradition to have a bottle (or more) of wine blessed 

on this feast day, which turns it into a sacramental.  We 

can then drink the wine throughout the year at special 

occasions like Holy Thursday, Easter, birthdays, 

weddings or baptisms, or to help recover from sickness.  

Most importantly, on the feast of St. John we should 

toast one another with St. John’s Wine.  The head of the 

household says: "I drink you the love of Saint John."  As 

wine glasses clink, the traditional response is: "I thank 

you for the love of Saint John."    

Fr. Robert is ready for you and your wine! (or non-

alcoholic beverage). 



 

To all members of our St. John Catholic School Community, parents, grandparents, extended family, and 
friends, 

The season of Christmas is upon us. It is a time to show gratitude for all our blessings.  Tis the season to 
give! The PSA is very thankful for our administrators, teachers, and support staff.  Their commitment to our 
SJS students is immeasurable.  One way to show our thanks is by contributing to our SJS PSA Auction, 
our biggest fundraiser.  

Save the date for February 4th, 2023. We are offering sponsorships from now until January.  Will you help 
support St. John School?  If you, your local business, or your family would like to sponsor the auction, 
please see the attached details. 100% of the proceeds for the auction go back to the school to help 
advance educational and spiritual experiences.  Please consider supporting the auction today!  Other 
opportunities to support the auction include making a tangible donation, attending the auction, and 
volunteering.  If you are looking for ideas of items to donate, you can select from the list we created by 
clicking here.  Whatever you can give, whether it be time, talent, or treasure, we would truly appreciate it.   

We are super grateful for our Auction Committee this year.  Without the help and backing of our gracious 
volunteers, the school fundraising auction would not be possible.  Show your thanks by purchasing your 
tickets soon!!  Visit our auction website to purchase tickets:  https://sjpsa.ejoinme.org/Boots 

Get your Boots, Buckles, and Bling ready because you won't want to miss this Toe Tappin', Boot Scootin', 

Buckle Blingin' good time, complete with grub, live music, and silent and live auction items.  

The Auction 

Sponsorships are 

heating up!  A huge 

toasty THANK YOU to 

Mulligan heating for 

their Bronze boot 

Sponsorship!  The 

Mulligan Family warms our hearts each and every year 

with their support and friendship!  Thank you for joining 

us at this year's Boots and Buckles Auction!  For all your 

heating and cooling needs, make sure to check 

out https://www.mulliganheating.com/ and stay warm this 

holiday season!  

The State Bank is here for a Horseshoe Sponsorship!  So 
many years of support, friendship and love is behind the 
State Bank Sponsorship with our very own Stephanie 
Claborn!  The success of the auction takes a village and we 
are thankful for your MANY years of support!  Check out the 
State Bank today and see why they are the BETTER 
BANK!  https://thestatebank.com/   

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/mLza0YQFD-tkCY5_PF-fBQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlQq5MP0Q8aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2lnbnVwZ2VuaXVzLmNvbS9nby8xMGMwZjRiYWRhZTJiYWJmNWMyNS1hdWN0aW9uVwdzY2hvb2xtQgpjX8x6YWPbZHJ6UhltaWNoZWxsZXBhZ25hbmlAeWFob28uY29tWAQAAAAB
https://sjpsa.ejoinme.org/Boots
https://www.mulliganheating.com/
https://thestatebank.com/


 

ATHLETICS  

 

Open Gym 

5/6th grade boys:  Mondays and Tuesdays from 3:45 to 5:30  (Dec. 19, and 20) 

7/8th grade boys:  Monday 12/19 from 6:00 to 7:30 

Girls Open Gym and Jr. Jets Schedules will be coming soon!  

  

 

 

Girls Basketball Clinic at Powers 

Powers Catholic High School is hosting a Girls Basketball Youth Clinic for girls in Grades 3-8 who attend one of our GCCS 

schools.  See below for more details. You can pre-register for the clinic here. 

 

 

 Powers Catholic will now be delivering Powers Spiritwear orders to SJS on Thursdays.  If you would like to order Powers 

Spiritwear, you can visit their online Spirit Shop here.  All proceeds from Powers Spiritwear go to the Powers Tuition 

Assistance Program. 

 All proceeds from the sales of St. John Spiritwear go directly to benefit St. John School.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfxaFcXTBLQ6YZ88WfBrQjLCvo8-BaYk8QSTUXIZipASvtPmg/viewform
https://powers-catholic-high-school.square.site/s/shop


 

Thank You:  

 To the PSA for hosting the reception after the Christmas Music Program.  

 To everyone who donated to Merry Mail.  We were able to buy lots of gifts for children in need.    

 

If you have any prayer requests you would like in the Jet Gazette, please email Mrs. Haiss.  

Link to parish bulletin:  https://www.stjohnfenton.org/bulletin.html   

 ON A PERSONAL NOTE... 

https://www.stjohnfenton.org/bulletin.html


 

Staff Spotlight  
What is your favorite Christmas cookie? 

Mrs. Kromberg:  Hershey Kiss Peanut Butter Blossoms! Yum! 
Mrs. Bragg:  Homemade shortbread with sprinkles!  
Mrs. Williams:  Sugar cookies with homemade glazed frosting with 
pink sprinkles.  
Mrs. Farella:  My favorite Christmas cookie is Grandma’s gingerbread boy cookies. 
Mrs. Trollman:  Regular sugar cookies with frosting and sprinkles! 
Mr. Garbutt:  No bake cookies! 
Mrs. Holbrook:  Sugar cookies with lots of frosting!  
Ms. Wharff:  Pecan shortbread cookies covered in powdered sugar are my favorite 
Christmas cookies!  
Ms. Kozara:  Sugar cookies with lots of frosting and sprinkles. 
Mrs. Salzano:  Soft gingerbread dipped in white chocolate.  
Mr. Marion:  Jam filled thumbprint cookies 
Mrs. Cislo:  Russian tea cakes 
Mrs. Whitney:  All the cookies! 
Mrs. Wright:  It wouldn’t be Christmas without cutout Christmas sugar cookies!  
Ms. Brack:  A sugar cookie with frosting and red hots. 
Mr. Willard:  The Peanut Nutter from Johnny Mac’s Cookies in St. Clair Shores...oh my 
goodness.  
Mrs. Haiss:  I love soft Molasses cookies and Haystack cookies.  
Mr. Schmit: My favorite Christmas cookie is “eating Toll House cookie dough as fast as 
we can.” 
Mrs. Anderson:  Spritz cookies 


